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stomach contents will generally be alkaline when these salts have been
taken.
Symptoms occur generally in a few seconds but are occasionally Symptoms
delayed for a minute or two. During this later period the patient may
perform a few acts, such as washing out the glass and putting the
bottle away, which accounts sometimes for the absence of evidence of
how the poison was administered and at first sight suggests homicide.
In animals a cry heralds the unconsciousness, but this seldom occurs in
man. During unconsciousness the respirations are rapid and vigorous at
first, soon becoming slow and gasping. General convulsions often occur,
but these may be confined to groups of muscles, e.g. trismus. Soon the
paralytic stage is reached, in which the patient is flaccid, the reflexes are
abolished, the eyes are open and staring, with pupils dilated and fixed,
and the skin is clammy with cold perspiration. The mouth may be
covered with froth, which may be blood-stained, and an odour of bitter
almond may give a clue to the nature of the poison. The pulse is rapid
and so weak as to be impalpable. Respirations become more feeble
and finally stop, the heart beating for a short time after the respirations
have ceased.
In the few cases of recovery the unconsciousness persists for several hours Recovery
and eventually the patient awakes and is but little the worse for his
experience. Recovered patients have told of a desire to vomit and of
constriction of the chest with a terrible feeling of impending suffocation.
Cases of poisoning occur from time to time from inhalation of the poisoning by
gaseous form. The chief symptoms are a sense of constriction in the in^alaii<>n
chest, giddiness, confusion, palpitation, and unconsciousness. The salts By salts
of hydrocyanic acid act in a similar manner to solutions of the acid and
cases of poisoning by the salts are far commoner. In addition to the
symptoms described above there may be a sense of constriction in the
throat, with a burning pain, and perhaps vomiting, owing to the cor-
1 rosive action of the salts. Should recovery occur, convalescence will be
delayed owing to the caustic alkaline action on the throat and stomach.
Cyanides, probably like almost every other poison, may produce a Tolerance
tolerance in workers regularly handling them; it is stated that those to cyanldes
working with it regularly in the gold mines are unaffected by rela-
tively large quantities. On the other hand, headache, vertigo, pallor, loss
of appetite, and respiratory embarrassment have been described in
employees in cyanide works.
In the vast majority of cases the effects of the poison are so rapid Treatment
that, even if he reaches the scene before death, the practitioner has no
time to do anything for his patient. If time permits, washing out the
stomach with water containing some sodium thiosulphate (photographic
hypo) is probably the best measure, and some of the salt should be
injected intravenously in 10 per cent solution. By this means the toxic
cyanide may be converted into the non-toxic thiocyanate. Stimulants,
warmth, faradization and, especially, artificial respiration have in a few
instances assisted in saving life. It is stated that cobaltous nitrate, either